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This has been a difficult time for all artists.
Artists are accustomed to working alone, but also
dealing with galleries, gallery owners, fellow artists,
exhibition organisers and art groups, exchanging ideas
on their particular art and sales opportunities.
This has changed to smaller categories, smaller spaces,
and less hanging out with the public, and most
importantly to on-line communicating, all limiting in
number and size, also hindering opportunities. However,
the big school exhibitions, all important galleries, and
groups have their own web sites and
are now open.
This is all good news, the best of which is
the Edmund Hillary Retirement Village Exhibition will be
running 14th and 15th November.
During lock down many people took the chance
to try something new, many turning to art. So many
people enjoyed “giving painting and craft a go”, Of
particular interest was the hobby of “painting by
numbers”. Very interesting subjects including flowers,
landscapes, ethnic women, seascapes and landscapes.
Now there was time to try different things.
A good outcome of lockdown especially for children.

Jane Heim
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Dick Veitch
The first woodturning lathe I met was much
too high and the teacher expected me to do
some spindle turning. I quickly, and painfully,
learned about the invisible corners of the
spinning blank and never touched that wood
with a chisel.
When the electricity reached our home I,
jointly with my brother, Chris, purchased a
Wolf Cub drill with lathe attachment. I still
use some of those small bowls for bits on my
workbench.
After many years of an itinerant and seven-days-a-week-work lifestyle working for the Wildlife
Service, part of the Department of Internal Affairs, I married and settled down (or vice versa). A
few years later my birthday present was a brand new lathe. It worked, but was poorly
engineered, and it was not until I purchased a good quality lathe that I really began to enjoy
turning wood.
My continuing work for the Wildlife Service and then the Department of Conservation did not
allow much woodturning time. I was away in the Chatham Islands working to save black robins
from extinction. Campbell Island removing the sheep – a major result of that was discovering a
new snipe species. Hauturu (Little Barrier Island) removing the cats to allow the birds to live –
that really happened after the rats were removed as well.
My barber (nowadays called a hairdresser) introduced me to South Auckland Woodturners
Guild. The woodturning club scene introduced me to a huge pool of knowledge. A library of
books and videos. Demonstrations, and seminars. Tools, wood, and woodturning to study.
Knowledge of avenues to make and purchase whatever I needed. Life started again.
I then had the good fortune that my father left me a little money and that purchased an even
better lathe and a big bandsaw. I have no doubt that good equipment allows the mind to
concentrate much more on the end result than on a struggle with the work.
Today my woodturning is focussed on a number of competitive exhibitions each year with the
Royal Easter Show at the top of the list. The rules of each exhibition dictate many of the forms
that may be turned (such as bowl, box, hollow form, platter, vase) and may also include a
sculptural or ornamental category which allows great freedom of expression. Rules are made
to be stretched so the bowl, box, hollow form, platter, and vase may become stretched to
artistic and less-functional limits.
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I do like to see what different woods are like on the lathe, to
test different tools, and to test other things which are
proclaimed “wonderful” without the support of a real test.
I also gain a lot of pleasure from participating in local, and
more distant, woodturner gatherings. Training courses for our
members are now well organised and structured and I assist
with planning and tutoring. Our annual woodturning sale is a
great event which I assist with and use to sell off my spare
work. Then I contribute to the South Auckland Woodturners
Guild website <www.sawg.org.nz> and write a bit for Creative
Wood, our national magazine for woodworkers.
Dick Veitch

First place 2018 Class 34
Hollow forms/Vases. Title "Rippled".

Youth Art Scholarship 2020
Regrettably we are unable to offer the RES Youth Art Scholarship this year as funds for this
scholarship are generated through donations at our show which unfortunately did not happen
due to Covid-19.
All going well we will be running this scholarship again in 2021.

Royal Easter Show Olive Oil Awards 2020
Results coming soon..

Royal Easter Show 2021 Art Schedule will be available mid October

